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Last call
The final Muddy Cup Solo Series exhibition 
began its two-month run last week. At left, 
one of the pieces that will be on display. 
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DAREDEVIL IN CLEATS. So the kid likes to ride his motorcycle around the county. Oh, and he fell off a roof last year in 
an accident. Yeah, Donald Exner is a bit of a thrill-seeker. But the Ellenville High School senior is also one of the best football 
players in Ulster, and he’ll be leading the Blue Devils in a playoff game Saturday at Dietz Stadium.

FOR MORE ON THIS STORY, SEE PAGE B8.

ELLENVILLE

THE BLUE DEVILS ARE A WIN AWAY FROM THE SECTIONAL TITLE

NEW PALTZ

‘Daring, inventive’ 
play comes to 
SUNY New Paltz

FROM STAFF REPORTS
Ulster County Press 

Measure for Measure, one 
of Shakespeare’s more daring 
and inventive plays, and cer-
tainly one of his more chal-
lenging for actors, directors 
and designers, will be per-
formed Nov. 13-23 in Parker 
Theatre on the campus of the 
State University of New York 
at New Paltz. The play is di-
rected by Paul Kassel, associ-
ate professor of Theatre Arts.

The story centers around a 
city out of control. A Duke un-
able to rule. An ambitious and 
puritanical man elevated to a 
position of power.  An old law 
newly enforced and a young 
man – with wife and unborn 
child – condemned to die.

Kassel said in this play, 
Shakespeare mixes intense 
drama with low comedy, 
sometimes switching between 
the two within one speech 
or exchange of dialogue. The 
play just won’t leave the au-
dience alone – they’re laugh-
ing one second, astonished 
the next, moved one moment, 
confused, outraged, delighted 
at another – and then left to 
answer the “problem” posed 
by the play. 

Measure for Measure is a 
provocative and darkly comic 
investigation into the themes 
of justice, mercy and forgive-
ness. Upon his departure 
from Vienna, Duke Vincen-

tio decides to leave the city 
government in the hands 
of his deputy, Angelo. An-
gelo resolves to revive harsh 
laws against sexual freedom, 
which have long ago fallen 
into disuse. Under these laws 
a young gentleman, Claudio, 
is sentenced to death for hav-
ing made his fiancée, Juliet, 
pregnant before their wed-
ding ceremony. Angelo meets 
with Claudio’s sister Isabella, 
a novice nun, who pleads for 
mercy on behalf of Claudio.  
Overcome with lust, Angelo 
promises Isabella that he will 
free Claudio if she will sleep 
with him.

A deeply spiritual play, 
Measure for Measure asks 
how we balance urgent hu-
man drives and desire – the 
drive toward procreation, the 
desire for power – with the 
better angels of our nature 
that invite us to love, to honor, 
and to forgive.  Ultimately, it 
is a very human play – funny, 
sad, crazy and inspiring.

Measure for Measure will 
be performed in Parker The-
atre on the campus of SUNY 
New Paltz on Nov. 13, 14, 15, 
20, 21 and 22 at 8 p.m., and on 
Nov. 16 and 23 at 2 p.m. Tickets 
are $16 general reserved, $14 
reserved senior/faculty/stu-
dents and can be purchased by 
visiting or calling the Box Of-
fice at 845-257-3880, Monday-
Friday, 11:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Measure for Measure is one 
of Shakespeare’s most 
provocative, thoughtful works

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
‘Who doesn’t want a bowl of great chili 
and a beautiful bowl?’
JAMIE DEFOREST

COURTESY PHOTO

A CONUNDRUM. Shakespeare’s ‘Measure for Measure’ 
sets up a thought-provoking dilemma.

ROSENDALE

BY ROBERT FORD
Ulster County Press

He does tricks, jumps through 
hoops and speaks on command.

No it’s not a well-trained husband 
– it’s Winston, a therapy dog from 
Rosendale, and he and his owner, 
Theresa Carroll, are hoping that 
he will be the first-ever Milk-Bone 
SpokesDog.

Winston, a mixed terrier that Car-
roll calls a mutt, has already beaten 
out thousands of entrants into the 
Milk-Bone contest during the last 
nine months, as the popular dog 
treat company looks for a spokesdog 
to help with its 100th Anniversary.

Winston is one of 100 finalists and 
the selection of the winner will come 
from the general public as they cast 
their ballots for their favorite doggy.

To vote for Winston go to www.
milkbone.icmodus.com/?id=3424.

Carroll and her husband, Bill, 
moved to the Springtown Road sec-
tion of Rosendale three years ago, 
with their puppy, Winston, a couple 
of horses and a cat named Bubba. 
Bubba is a rescue cat who was found 
making a home in a sewer pipe at a 
women’s prison. “It was a prison so 
we gave him a prison name,” Carroll 
says with a laugh. And, Bubba “tol-
erates” Winston, “but likes messing 
with him.”

Carroll said she got Winston four 
years ago from a friend whose Jack 
Russell had a litter. “It was my first 
dog,” she said.

She took Winston to a number of 
trainers who taught him a bunch of 
tricks, such as jumping through a 
hoop and skateboarding. 

Carroll then found out about ther-
apy dogs - dogs that go into hospitals 
- and bring a bit of joy to patients, in 
this case youngsters at the Blythe-
dale Children’s Hospital in Westches-
ter County.

The nurses and physical therapists 
at the hospital incorporate Winston’s 
one-day a week visits to the hospital 

ULSTER COUNTY

Never too early for Christmas

BY RICH THOMASELLI
Ulster County Press

In some places, it’s more subtle. A few 
lights here, a couple of displays there.

In other places, it’s an all-out assault 
on the senses. Trees decorated from top 
to bottom, ornaments and toys strategi-
cally placed.

Welcome to Christmas.
If you’re barely out of Halloween mode 

and thinking it’s too early for Christmas 
shopping, think again.

“There were a lot of reasons I wanted 
to come out and get this done,” said Pat 
Thomas, who had two carts full on Sat-
urday, the first day of November, at the 
Toys ‘R’ Us store in Kingston. “I wanted 
to start early. I was hoping to catch some 
sales. Obviously, I wanted to do it with-
out the kids.”

Asked if the early displays and adver-
tisements lured her, Thomas said, “Well, 
I have to be honest – Toys ‘R’ Us just put 
out this book …” and with that she pulled 

out a thick booklet of the toy company’s 
Christmas sales, complete with a 20 per-
cent off coupon on the back.

Thomas ended up spending $558.
And it’s not just Toys ‘R’ Us, which had 

little to no Christmas decorations up (not 
that it needs it).

In 3,500 stores across the U.S., Wal-
Mart reduced prices on some of the most 
popular toys for a 10-day period – and 
that was on Oct. 1.

Not Nov. 1.

Oct. 1.
And Wal-Mart’s moves are right on 

the mark, a new survey shows. Consum-
ers said they will start their Christmas 
shopping earlier and make other chang-
es to help stretch their holiday cash.

“As consumers face higher prices for 
energy, a credit crunch and food infla-
tion, we’re working to provide low prices 
on both everyday needs and on things 
people want so they can live better,” said 

Local dog vying to become first-ever “spokesdog” for Milk-Bone

Vote for … Winston!

 COURTESY PHOTO

WINSTON and his owner, Theresa Carroll.

Store displays are up, sales are out, as retailers prepare for holiday

PHOTO BY MATT PETRICONE

GETTING READY. A worker at Target in Kingston unpacks Christmas decora-
tions.

TURN TO WINSTON, PAGE B2.

TURN TO EARLY, PAGE B2.

 ‘I wanted to start early. I 
was hoping to catch some 
sales. Obviously, I wanted 
to do it without the kids.’
PAT THOMAS
shopper



as part of the therapy for children that have dif-
ficulty with their motor skills, Carroll said.

Those who need work on their motor skills 
will hold the hope, which Winston jumps 
through. Winston will also speak (bark) on com-
mand with verbal commands so that youngsters 
who have little motor skills can still play with 
him and get him to bark, Carroll said.

“The kids really respond to Winston,” Carroll 
said and he “really loves them.”

She told of one youngster, severally brain 
damaged who can only hold onto Winston’s tail. 
“Winston will lie there while the child lightly 
holds his tail.”

The Carroll’s got involved with the Milk-Bone 
contest when they were at an event in New York 
City. “I figured there wasn’t a chance we would 

win,” Carroll said but decided to enter Winston 
anyway.

And, before they knew it, they were getting a 
call from a publicist from Milk-Bone saying that 
Winston was one of 100 finalists.

But is is not the first brush of fame for the 
local pooch. Winston was featured in a Nick-
elodeon commercial for the Fido Awards. The 
well-trained and definitely unshy dog, wear-
ing sunglasses hops out of a limo and walks 
a green carpet, on a take-off of a celebrity ar-
riving at a movie premier. The commercial 
can be viewed at http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=GayGTn1T5sA.

While the Carrolls are realistic about Win-
ston’s chances, they are hoping that the dog they 
and so many youngsters find special might just 
be the winner and become the spokesdog for 
Milk-Bone.
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KINGSTON

Last ‘Solo Series’ begins two-month run
FROM STAFF REPORTS
Ulster County Press

The last Muddy Cup Studio Solo Series of 2008 
began its two-month exhibition last week as part 
of the ongoing curatorial project of gallerist and 
curator Christina Varga of the VARGA Gallery.  
The exhibition is on display through the end of 
2008, and new artists will be presented in the 
2009 Solo Series schedule.

Downstairs in the Muddy Cup Coffee House 
will be an exhibition titled “Engagement With 
Life,” curated by Susan Togut, Director of the 
Fine Arts Program of the Northeast Center for 
Special Care. The Fine Arts Program assists 
those living with the struggles of traumatic 
brain injuries and related conditions to engage 
fully with life through their creative integrity at 
all levels of experience.  Cumulative processes 
encourage the creation of individual and col-
laborative art with an authentic voice. These 
artworks are a testament of residents’ creative 
explorations leading seamlessly to role recovery 

with new or renewed identities as artists.
The Fine Arts Program has created public art 

commissions, such as a Quatracentennial Hud-
son River Mural for the Dutchess County Fair-
grounds, murals for Kingston’s County Build-
ing, and, upcoming, an entrance wallpiece for 
the YMCA directly across from the Muddy Cup 
in Kingston.

Highlights of the Muddy Cup Studio Solo 
Series of 2008 include video artist Shalom 
Gorewitz, Hungarian born painter Katalin 
Pazmandi, soft-sculpture artist Leslie Pelino of 
HowlingSpiders.com, as well as two New Paltz 
student artists Angela Branco and Sara Nelson, 
among a bevy of talented artists.  

The VARGA Gallery presents exhibitions 
curated by Christina Varga and represents self-
taught, outsider and visionary artists in Wood-
stock. The gallery is located on the outskirts of 
Woodstock next to the Tinker Street Cinema at 
130 Tinker Street, and online at

http://www.VARGAgallery.com. 

WOODSTOCK

FROM STAFF REPORTS
Ulster County Press

The FAME (Fabulous Artists Monday Eve-
nings) Series at the Woodstock School of Art will 
feature a lecture by Saugerties artist Robert M. 
Place on Monday, Nov. 17.

Place is an internationally known visionary 
artist, whose award winning works in paint-
ing, sculpture and jewelry have been displayed 
in galleries and museums in America, Europe 
and Japan, and graced the covers and pages of 
numerous books and publications.

He is the designer, illustrator, and coauthor 
of The Alchemical Tarot and The Angels Tarot, 
which have received international acclaim.  He 
is designer, illustrator and author of the award 
winning The Tarot of the Saints, The Buddha 
Tarot and The Vampire Tarot.  He is the author 
of The Tarot: History, Symbolism, and Divina-
tion, which Booklist has said, “may be the best 
book ever written on that deck of cards decorat-
ed with mysterious images called the tarot.”

He is the author of Astrology and Divination, 
Magic and Alchemy and Shamanism, written 
for the Mysteries, Legends, and Unexplained 

Phenomena series. He has created numerous 
illustrations for books and magazines. He and 
his work have appeared on A&E, the Discovery 
Channel and the Learning Channel, and he was 
honored with the privilege of cutting the ribbon 
at the grand opening of The Tarot Museum in 
Riola, Italy, in 2007.

Place is also an award winning sculptor and 
jeweler who has been working at his craft for 
more than 25 years.

FAME lectures begin at 7 p.m.  Admission is 
$5 at the door.  All are welcome; refreshments 
served.

COURTESY PHOTO

ROBERT PLACE, a Saugerties resident, will offer his thoughts on painting and sculpting at the Woodstock School of Art.

The mystical art of Robert Place
Visionary artist will appear at Woodstock School of Art for lecture

NEW PALTZ

Tickets still 
available for 
Dave Barry
FROM STAFF REPORTS
Ulster County Press

The State University of New York at New 
Paltz still has tickets available for Dave Barry, 
celebrated humor columnist and best-selling, 
Pulitzer Prize winning author, who will be on 
campus at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 12, in the 
Athletic and Wellness Center gymnasium.

“An Evening with Dave Barry” kicks off the 
college’s Distinguished Speaker Series, which 
will host two well-known speakers a year on 
campus, with one speaker during the fall semes-
ter and a second during the spring semester.  

Dubbed “the funniest man in America” by the 
New York Times, Dave Barry has been splitting 
sides for over a decade with his ingenious ob-
servations on any and all aspects of American 
society.  After a brief stint with The Associated 
Press in 1975, Barry joined Burger Associates, 
a consulting firm that teaches effective writing 
skills to businesspersons.  In 1983, he took a job 
at The Miami Herald, where he wrote a regular, 
weekly column until 2004.

Tickets are available online at www.new-
paltz.edu/speakerseries or at the box office at 
Mckenna Theatre on campus. Phone sales are 
also available by calling (845) 257-3880.  Bleach-
er seating general admission ticket cost is $10; 
reserved floor seating ticket cost is $25; and re-
served floor seating ticket cost for faculty, staff, 
students and seniors is $20. 

ANNANDALE-ON-HUDSON

Chapin, Scott 
headline 
‘Healing Voices, 
Caring Hearts’
FROM STAFF REPORTS
Ulster County Press

Tom Chapin & Friends, Bar Scott and Terry 
Blaine will headline the third annual ‘Healing 
Voices, Caring Hearts’ concert on Nov. 23 at 
Bard College.

All contributions received from sponsorships, 
program ads, or ticket sales benefit the Heal-
ing Voices, Caring Hearts Fund (formerly the 
Sam and Cynthia Blasenstein Memorial Fund), 
founded in 2006 to support the Music Therapy 
Program at Hospice, Inc.

Tom Chapin, with Michael Mark and Jon 
Cobert, will perform a great mix of kids’ clas-
sics that have delighted audiences for years. Bar 
Scott and Terry Blaine, who’ve appeared in all 
three Hospice benefit concerts, will be onstage 
as guest artists. The afternoon promises to be a 
spectacular event not soon forgotten.

Chapin, who has won a number of different 
Grammys for his singing, playing, and songwrit-
ing, may be most famous for his kids’ albums, 
but is also a respected contemporary folk and 
pop player. Tom has spent more than 30 years en-
tertaining people of all ages with his colorful, up-
beat songs that have found their way on to eigh-
teen albums. The brilliance of his musicianship 
exudes from all his performances, whether he is 
playing to a packed concert hall, at an outdoor 
festival, or for a local school. He has been lauded 
by the New York Times as “one of the great per-
sonalities in contemporary folk music.”

The Hospice, Inc. Music Therapy Program 
serves hospice patients and families in Ulster 
and Dutchess counties, provides educational 
opportunities for music therapy students at the 
undergraduate and graduate levels, is a pre-
mier internship site for the Mid-Atlantic Region 
(MAR) of the American Music Therapy Associa-
tion (AMTA), conducts ongoing research to de-
termine best practices in end of life care music 
therapy, and provides support to adolescent and 
children’s bereavement groups in both counties.

For ticket information, sponsorship and ad-
vertising opportunities, or to make tax-deduct-
ible contributions to the Healing Voices, Caring 
Hearts Fund at Hospice Foundation Inc., please 
contact Michael Murphy, Executive Director, at 
murphym@hospiceinc.org or call 845-473-2273 
x1107.

John Fleming, executive vice president and chief 
merchandising officer. “Consumers know we’ve 
been on their side all year with great brands, ev-
ery day low prices and our Rollback program. 
And this Christmas will be no different.”

The 2008 Holiday Shopping Intentions Survey, 
conducted on behalf of Wal-Mart, was designed 
to learn what’s on America’s Christmas list this 
year, and what the gift buying priorities are for 
this coming Christmas season. In addition, this 

survey measures how the recent economic down-
turn may affect things ranging from how much 
consumers will spend on gifts, whom Ameri-
cans will be shopping for, to how much people 
plan to give in charitable donations during the 
holiday season. It also measures attitudes of the 
much talked about Wal-Mart mom.

The survey finds more than one-third of 
Americans buy gifts for their children first.

Sure enough, at the Wal-Mart in Kingston, 
there was John and Kathy Strong, shopping for 
their kids.

“We find the best prices here,” Kathy said. 
“Not just on toys, either.”

Indeed, their shopping cart was already filled 
with ornament packs and lights.

EARLY
FROM PAGE B1

WINSTON
FROM PAGE B1

COURTESY PHOTO

WHIMSICALLY DECORATED MUSH-
ROOMS are just one of the prints that will 
be highlighted at the Muddy Cup.

PHOTO BY MATT PETRICONE

ELMO’S RIGHT. Christmas cards are already out, in addition to other must-haves for the 
Dec. 25 holiday. Ironically, in the background, a man shops for half-off Halloween items.

PHOTO BY MATT PETRICONE

A NEEDED REST. Winston stretches out 
after coming inside from his morning of play-
ing with  the horses.
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